
CITY OF OVID        Approved on 6/10/2019 
REGULAR MEETING 
MAY 13, 2019 
 
Mayor Lasher opened the regular meeting at 7:00 p.m. and led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Mr. Zwick, Ms. Perrien Miss Hibbard Mr. Brown, Mr. Williams and Mr. Lasher 
Mr. Ordiway entered at 7:03pm. 
ABSENT:  None 
EX OFFICIOS:  Don Passmore – DPW Superintendent, Al Goodrich – Chief of Police, Liza Kusnier- Treasurer and Josy Medina – Clerk  
 
VISITORS: Arlene Pesik, Mr. James Frendt, Mr. Richard Ehlert and Mr. Karl Heckman. 
 
AGENDA:  The Clerk asked if they wanted to add the correspondence from Mrs. Linda Lupu to thee agenda.  Ms. Perrien to add the request of 
reimbursement from Mr. Grove.  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Ms. Perrien to add item 6 & 7 to the list of New Business and to 
approve the agenda as amended. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
PRESENTATION OF AUDIT:  Mr. Frendt of SK&T (Stevens, Kirnovic & Tucker) now Maner Costerisan, presented the 2018 Audit report for the 
City of Ovid.  He thanked Josy, Liza and all the staff involved in the audit for their assistance.  Mr. Frendt explained the purpose of the paragraph 
titled Opinion.  In their opinion the City of Ovid’s 2018 audit is a “clean” audit.  This is what you want because it shows the State of Michigan 
and your constituents that your bookkeeping and finances are in order.   
 
Total revenue was just under 54 thousand from last year.  We had 45 thousand decrease in 2018 revenue that was in property taxes.  on the 
expense 709 thousand in expenditures. 
 
He went over the water and sewer were 424 thousand combined.  The last year we were 427 thousand.    We will want to watch that number in 
the water does not get any lower.   
 
Mr. Frendt went over the graphs that were attached to the audit.  All together the City has a strong healthy fund balance in the General Fund as 
well as the Water and Sewer funds.   
 
Mayor Lasher asked the Council if any questions.  No questions were asked. 
 
Mayor Lasher thanked Mr. Frendt for his presentation. 
 
MINUTES:  Corrections were made on the minutes of the special meeting.  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Ms. Perrien to 
approve the minutes of the regular meeting as presented and approved the minutes of the special meeting with the corrections discussed. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
CHECK REGISTRY:  A motion was made by Ms. Perrien, second by Miss Hibbard to approve the check registry for the period of April 6th, thru 
May 10, 2019 as printed. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
TREASURER:  Ms. Kusnier stated that the MMTA Conference that she attended was very informational for her.  she also presented a resolution 
titled 2019-06 for special assessment for delinquent utility bills to be placed on the taxes for collection. 
 
She explained the reason for why the amount was so large in item (d).  it is the remaining balance of an account that a parcel was sold and the 
balance was never paid for.  Now it is the responsibility of the new owners to pay for it and they want it to go on their tax bill.   
 
The Clerk read the resolution.  A motion was made by Mr. Zwick, second by Ms. Perrien to adopt resolution #2019-06 as presented.  The 
Mayor asked for roll call:  YEAS:  Mr. Ordiway, Miss Hibbard, Mr. Williams, Mr. Brown, Ms. Perrien, Mr. Zwick and Mr. Lasher.  NAYS:  None.  
ABSENT:  None.    
    RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
The resolution will be published in its entirety in the Weekly. 
 
Mrs. Kusnier stated that she is trying to open a current tax account at Journey Federal Credit Union and end the one that we have at 
Huntington bank.  In order to do that there are two resolution we will have to do.  One is from the bank its self and the other is the City’s 
resolution that we have to do for the record.   
 
Mrs. Kusnier read the resolution #2019-07. Discussion was held and it was requested that the wordage Journey Federal Credit Union be added 
after the word “Account” in the second paragraph starting with the word “WHEREAS”, Resolution was read and a motion was made by Mr. 
Williams, second by Mr. Brown to adopt resolution #2019-07 as presented.  The Mayor asked for roll call:  YEAS:  Mr. Zwick, Ms. Perrien, Mr. 
Brown, Mr. Williams, Miss Hibbard, Mr. Ordiway and Mr. Lasher.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  None.    
    RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
The resolution will be published in its entirety in the Weekly. 
 



The Bank Resolution was presented and a motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Mr. Brown to adopt the bank resolution as presented 
and that the signatures be as before the Mayor, Mayor Pro-Tem, Clerk and Treasurer.  The Mayor asked for roll call:  YEAS:  Mr. Ordiway, Mr. 
Zwick, Miss Hibbard, Ms. Perrien, Mr. Williams, Mr. Brown and Mr. Lasher.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  None.    
    RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
This resolution will not be publicized in the paper it goes directly to the Bank. 
 
Mrs. Kusnier presented the tax breakdown if we do the millage of 14.2999 which is with the Truth in Taxation that is the highest, we can go 
without having a truth in Taxation Hearing.  The Second report shows what we would collect if we did the millage that we had last year which 
was 14.6126.  
 
We still have $372 thousand that we need to collect for this year.  So, if we go with the lowest millage, we won’t meet that mark but if we did 
the same as last year, we will meet our mark.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Zwick second by Ms. Perrien to hold a Truth in 
Taxation hearing Prior to our regular June Council meeting.   
    MOTION CARRIED 
Mrs. Kusnier asked for permission to be able to put the language at the bottom of the tax bill that states “if you would like a receipt of your tax 
bill to check the box below”.  This would eliminate added expense on mailing & postage.  It was unanimous to allow the Treasurer to add the 
language on the tax bills. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Mr. Karl Heckman presented to the Council a photo album of pictures of the Cemetery & City dated back 18 hundred for 
us to review.  He would like it returned.  
 
Mr. Richard Ehlert asked when will the City repair W. Williams Street.  It is really bad.  Mayor Lasher commented that he understood that it 
would be repaired later this year.   
 
POLICE:  Chief Goodrich presented his report. Discussion was held on the issue of complaints on speeding within the City limits on the side 
streets, we dealt with an accident due to speeding this past month.   
 
Discussion was held and It was agreed that the Finance Committee would look to see if they can find roughly $1,500 additional dollars for the 
Part-Time salary line & FICA & MEDICARE lines for the rest of this year.  This would allow for more coverage on the weekends.   
 
Chief Goodrich replied that it would help.  He also, reported that he gave a letter of accommodation to Officer Longoria for his quick response 
to a grill fire at one of our resident’s house.  No one was in attendance of the fire when he notices it.  His quick response may have saved the 
home.   
 
DPW:  Don reported that the water line on W. Clinton Street fixed.  Discussion was held on the lead cooper requirements and the Saw Grant 
guidelines/deadlines.  The computers for the DPW are in but they I.T. Right can’t install until sometime in the first week of June.  As for the 
maintenance on the streets we have gone through four loads cold patch and still are working on filling the pot holes.  We have the quotes for 
the street repairs on E. Elm, area at Little League Field and E. Williams Street due to water main breaks.   The first bid is from Williams Asphalt in 
the amount of $4,750.  Second bid is from McKearney in the amount of $3,000 and the third bid is from Michigan Paving & Materials Co in the 
amount of $9,780.00. 
 
Mr. Passmore reported that the training is going well with Cody.  We have three working at the cemetery.   
 
There was discussion on the leak on N. Main Street.  Don stated that it is a storm drain and there is a spring under it and that is probably where 
the water that we see coming out of the ground is from. 
 
Mr. Williams asked if we have the sewer repair at the VFW/Lions Club.  Mr. Passmore reported that it is on the schedule.   
 
A motion was made by Mr. Ordiway, second by Mr. Brown to accept the Treasurer, Police and DPW reports as presented. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
NEW BUSINESS: 

1. A motion was made by Mr. Zwick, second by Mr. Brown to accept the 2018 Audit as presented. 
MOTION CARRIED 

2.  Discussion was held on Memorial Day.  The Itinerary he asked Mr. Brown was asked for use of his audio equipment.  Miss Hibbard  
volunteered to operate the equipment that.  The parade will begin at Noon.   
 

3. Discussion on the 150-year celebration.  Ms. Medina explained that Mr. Zwick had called and wanted to know if I knew that it was  
going to be our 150-year anniversary?  Ms. Medina explained that she was thinking that we could do some type of events like the fullest beard, 
dressing in the era and so on.  Discussion was held and Miss Hibbard volunteered to head the group and the first work session is scheduled for 
Friday, May 17, 2019 at 7 pm at the City Hall Council Chambers room.     
 
Liza asked if they wanted the meeting put on Facebook to see if anyone would like to be involved.  Mayor Lasher replied that it would be a good 
idea to do that.   
 

4. Mayor Lasher reported that he had received the request to participate in the election for the Blue Cross Blue Shield election for  



directors.  He asked if the Council wanted him to select from the list of candidates on behalf of the City?  Discussion was held due to lack of 
interest no action was taken. 
 

5. Mrs. Linda Lupu presented to the Council a letter requesting relief for her sewer line on her May billing and the upcoming billing for  
June due to a water leak that was found while she and her husband were on vacation.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. 
Williams, second by Mr. Zwick to approve the request to adjust her utility bill due May 20th, and June 20th to the average of her sewer only.   

MOTION CARRIED 
 

6. Mayor Lasher reported that at the last meeting it was decided by the Council that Mayor Lasher send a letter to Mr. Grove pertain to  
the issue of the water leak at his location.  In the letter he was told that if by him hiring a person to dig it up and they find a leak then it would 
be his bill and if not, it would be the City’s bill.  He sent the letter.  He, Mr. Passmore met with Mr. & Mrs. Grove and at the end of the meeting 
Mr. Grove handed him a bill for the work that was done earlier by G. A. Hunt Excavating and asked that we pay that bill.  The area that was dug 
up was recommended by the experts of Rural Water and Don.   
 
Ms. Perrien commented that she gets that Don was trying to help.  Now if there would have bene a leak there it would have gotten fixed.  
Discussion was held and it was decided that the City pay for the bill because we told them where to dig because we thought we were correct in 
our information that it was where the leak was.  After further discussion, a motion was made by Mr. Ms. Perrien, second by Mr. Williams to 
reimburse Mr. & Mrs. Grove or pay for the invoice to G. A. Hunt Excavating in the amount of $750.00 The following were in favor:  Ms. 
Perrien, Mr. Brown, Mr. Williams, Mr. Ordiway, Miss Hibbard and Mr. Lasher.  Apposed; Mr. Zwick.   

   MOTION CARRIED 
7. Mr. Passmore presented three quotes for the repairs on E. Elm, W. Elm & E. Williams Streets.  This is due to the water main breaks.   

First bid was McKearney at $3,000.  Second bid was from Williams Asphalt for $4,750.  Third bid was from Michigan Paving & Materials co. for 
$9,780.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Miss Hibbard, second by Mr. Williams to award the bid to McKearney in the amount of 
$3,000. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
PERSONNEL:  Mayor Lasher reported that they had hired three employees for seasonal position.   
 
FINANCE:  1.  Discussion was held on the plotter.  The county said that they could do some of the printing for us they don’t know what the cost 
would be.  First Contracting said that they could also do the printing for us but he also didn’t know what the cost would be.   
 
Miss Hibbard stated that she checked at Staples and they charge $7 for a 36 by 48.  She would be able to pick it up for us if needed.  You can 
send it online and then pick it up. 
 
2.  Mayor Lasher asked if the Council wanted to go out for bids on the backhoe.  We can either lease or purchase.  Discussion was held.  It is the 
consensus of the Council to put out for backhoe bids with manufactures of machinery that we can utilize to lease or buy outright.   
 
3.  Mayor Lasher informed the Council that we have been looking at getting bids on new flooring for the front office, DPW office, Police office, 
Mayor’s office, Hallway and Council Room.  We should consider new flooring because it has been down since 1996 and It is looking pretty bad 
in some areas. The quotes were reviewed and it was decided to have all the quotes redone to exclude the Council room and then bring them to 
the council in June to review them.   
 
A motion was made by Mr. Zwick, second by Mr. Williams to extend the meeting to 9:30 pm. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
4.  Mayor Lasher reported the Council that back in 2007 Mr. Robert Gumaer donated to the Village now City of Ovid $48,819 to be utilized for 
park improvements & care of the park.  We currently have a balance of $38,908 in the account.  There was discussion on if we should use the 
funds toward hiring a forester to determine which trees should be removed.  We have a lot of trees that are dead and need to be removed.  
The correspondence that you are looking at was given to us by the Executive of the estate of Mr. Gumaer.  It designates funds toward 
upgrading or replacing the playscape that is currently there.    
 
Mr. Zwick commented that it clearly stated in the letter we received from the estate of Mr. Gumaer that his wishes were that the fund be used 
for maintaining the park & upgrading it.  The roads in his view would fall under maintenance so we should maybe consider putting aside some 
funds for that as well.   
 
Mr. Heckman asked when the City would be replanting trees.   
 
Mayor Lasher replied that we will ask the forester when should we consider planting new trees.  We need to know if they would survive with 
how crowded it is.  Our focus is on the condition that the park is in at this time.  No action was taken at this time. 
 
5.  Mayor Lasher commented that the sewer camera that we have is obsolete. Looking ahead 5 to 6 years, when it dies what do we do at that 
point.  Would you want to get new bids for the camera or not?   Discussion was held as to if we wanted to put out for bids to purchase or to 
contract the service out.  The amount now would be roughly around 100 thousand dollars.   
 
Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Ordiway, second by Mr. Zwick that we go after bids for purchasing a camera and to contract 
it out.   
    MOTION CARRIED   
A motion was made by Mr. Zwick, second by Mr. Williams to extend the meeting until 10 pm. 



    MOTION CARRIED 
PARK & REC. & HALLS & GROUNDS:  Ms. Perrien thanked the City of the materials to do the work at the ball fields dug outs.  She and Jake 
Perrien volunteered to do all the work.  They also discussed the bathroom.  They looked at different locations for it like where the parking lot is 
and to the left of the field.   
 
Mayor Lasher asked if she had the drawings for the bathroom and if so, could you bring them in  
by tomorrow.  Mr. Bartow will be here tomorrow and I would like to show them to him to help with this project.   
 
Miss Hibbard also reported that there was a request if the City would pay to have port a potty’s  
at Ackley Field.  Mr. Passmore asked that if we get one for the ball field could we get one for the cemetery.  Discussion was held.  A motion was 
made by Mr. Williams, second by Mr. Brown to contract with Sloan’s to get one handicap unit at the park and regular one at the cemetery.              
    MOTION CARRIED 
Miss Hibbard reported that we also spoke about looking for ways to improve the roads, playground area’s and improve the exercise route in 
and different areas in Gumaer park.  Also, the bridge going over to the softball field has loose handrails.   
 
Ms. Perrien also reported that they talked about putting in the Disc Golf and they spoke of where to install it.  We also had a resident who has 
volunteered to donate painting for the flower boxes in town.  She also plans to speak with Deb Price to see if she could put something in the 
paper about that we are looking for volunteers for city clean up.   
 
There also was discussion on different types of recreational equipment/areas in the park.  It was suggested to talk with Mr. Craig Coleman from 
the School to see where they purchased their equipment.   
 
CARRIAGE DAYS:  Miss Hibbard reported that they made $710 profit on the Casino trip.  They will be meeting next week.    
 
CEMETERY:  Ms. Perrien presented the Fee Schedule and they only item that is going to change is the fee for the non-residents Plot purchases 
and the fee for burials under infants & Cremations section for residents & non-residential.  Also, we discussed the storage issue and that is the 
responsibility for the City.  We thought that we should use the mausoleum and store the body in there and lock it.  If someone wanted to go in, 
they would have to come to us anyway to go in.   
 
Mayor Lasher commented that he didn’t have a problem with that and the it had been using in the past for that.    
 
Ms. Perrien also reported that they had discussions on regulating the sites and opening of the new section.   
 
OMESA:  Mayor Lasher reported that there will be an open house for the new building on May 18, 2018.   
 
PARK & REC.:  Ms. Perrien reported that they had discussion on if the board would continue and how many board members they will want to 
have on the board.  The last major expense was in 2017.  decided to keep it going.  
 
PLANNING COMMISSION:  Ms. Perrien reported that they didn’t have a quorum but that they did receive the new zoning maps.   
 
The county printed five of the maps and then once approved by the Planning Commission then the map will be approved by the Council.      We 
got a new photo of the City.   
 
LIBRARY:  Mr. Brown reported that they haven’t had a meeting in a couple of months but we will be scheduling a meeting soon. 
 
CAASA:  Mr. Brown presented the final 4th Amendment to the Articles of Incorporation for CAASA.  The changes were on page 5.  A motion was 
made by Mr. Zwick, second by Mr. Williams to accept the final 4th Amendment to the Articles of Incorporation for CAASA as presented. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
COORESPONDENCE:  Mayor Lasher directed the Council to the information regarding the recycling.  The Clerk received this email on this issue 
today.   
 
Discussion was held.  Mr. Williams commented that something should go in the paper that if anyone has any information to please contact the 
Ovid Police department also, suggested that the Chief do an open investigation as to who is illegally dumping and if we find the person then we 
arrest the person and get restitution.   
 
AJOURNMENT:  Mayor Lasher closed the meeting at 9:58 pm. 
 
 
Josefina Medina, Clerk 
City of Ovid 
 
  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       


